
 

GIFT Parish of Ardkeen -GIFT Programme 

The GIFT programme - Growing In Faith Together - continues this 
Monday evening, 15th February, in St Mary's Primary School, 
Kircubbin at 7.00pm.   
 

"My Mother and Other Strangers" 
The BBC are very pleased to announce that they will be coming to 
Ballycranbeg to film scenes for their new period drama which will, in part, 
be set around The Old School House and church grounds. In the coming 
weeks you may see an increase in activity around the parochial grounds.   
 

At the moment we can't confirm filming dates but activity will be centred 
around 5th Feb - 7th March. We are very excited to be able to showcase 
the wonderful architecture and landscapes of Northern Ireland and hope 
you are as excited, as we are, about this project.   
 

Should you have any concerns please feel free to contact Father Neeson or 
a member of the location team, whom you will see around the grounds. 
You may also contact us via the office 028 90 183 425. Best Wishes. Adam 
Wilkinson (Assistant Location Manager - My Mother and Other Strangers)."  
 
 

 

Spiritual Exercises for Lent 
 

Daily Mass: check out Mass times and 
try to attend one extra Mass each 
week. 
 

Stations of the Cross: each Sunday 
evening at 7.00pm  
 

Exposition of the Blessed 
 Sacrament:  
each Friday evening  7.00pm - 7.25pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday    5.45 - 6.15pm and  
First Friday 7.00 - 7.25pm 
 

Passing the Church 
Every time I pass a Church, 

let me call in for a visit 
So that when they carry me in, 

He won’t have to ask “Who is it?” 

 

Prayer said to release souls in 
Purgatory each time it is recited.  

 

"Eternal Father, 
I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood 

of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, 
in union with the Masses 

said throughout the world today, 
for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, 

for sinners everywhere, 
for sinners in the universal church, 

those in my own home 
and within my family. Amen." 

 

Our Blessed Mother knows our burdens 
and will help us carry them..... 

if only we ask, she'll carry us as well! 
 

God is speaking.... 
Our Blessed Mother is speaking.... 

are we listening? 
 

 
 
 

 

Parish of Ardkeen 
Fr Patrick Neeson, Parish Priest 
(028) 4273 8294  
www.parishofardkeen.co.uk 
info@parishofardkeen.co.uk 

Fr Mulholland PP Portaferry and Ballygalget 427 28234 
 

First Sunday of Lent 

14th February 2016   
 

 

Stations of the Cross 

on Sunday evening  

at 7.00pm. 

 

Filled with the Holy Spirit,  

Jesus left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit  

through the wilderness, being tempted there  

by the devil for forty days.  
 

 
 

Mass Times next week    (w/b 15th February) 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at 9.00am 

 (No Mass in St Mary's Primary School on Wednesday) 
Tuesday and Friday (Novena) at 7.30pm 

Saturday Vigil at 6.30pm and Sunday Masses at 9.00am and 11.00am. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Friday 7.00pm - 7.25pm 
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5.45pm - 6.15pm.  First Friday 7pm - 7.25pm  

 

New SVP Helpline No 078 9583 5215 
Bulletin Notices: please call 427 38175 or email news@parishofardkeen.co.uk 
Items for the bulletin must be in by Thursday morning at the very latest. 



Our prayers and sympathy to the family and family circles of Margaret Fowler, 
Ballycranbeg and Marguerite McCullough, Boyd Avenue who died recently.  On their 
souls Sweet Jesus have mercy.  

Month's mind: Seamus Quinn, Ann Kelly   1st Anniversary:  Hugo Trainor 
Anniversaries:  Alexander Bell, Pat Gilmore, James Arthurs, Margaret Connolly, 
James O'Kane,  Jane Hamilton, Mary Gilmore, Betty Mallon, Kate Ritchie, 
Catherine Hassan, Mary Coyle, Margaret Heaney, Patrick Smyth, Sarah Dorrian, 
Esther McCarthy, James Gilmore, John Connolly Katie McDonald, William Coulter, 

Kathleen Mearns, Tommy Matchett, John Magennis, Joseph Doherty, Alex McMaster, 
Mildred Porter, Mary Byers, William McNamara, Daniel Donaghy, Hugh Ennis, Dan Matchett, 
William McMullan, Hugh McMullan, Jim Gilmore, Charles Strong, Sarah Hughes and all those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. We remember those who have no one to pray for 
them.     May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen. 
 

 MONEY MATTERS 
Last week's  
Offerings 

amounted to 
£1650. Thank you all 

sincerely for your 
continued support.  

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions  

(SL) Special Intention BD 
(SH) Special Intentions (SH) Jim Clarke deceased 

 (OL) Birthday memories Ann Crawford 
(OL) Special Intention SB 

If you wish to put forward an intention for one of the lamps 
please call into the Sacristy after Mass.  

Suggested offering £5.  
 

St Mary's Primary School News - Tel 427 38581 
New Intake for P1.  If anyone missed our open morning or would like to discuss any 
aspect of enrolling their child, contact the school on 427 38581 to arrange an appointment. 
After Schools Clubs are all back now after the Christmas Break.    
 

Day of Mercy Prayer Books are available from the Church Porches. Price £1.00 
 

Walk With Me - Lenten Booklets - still a few left a church doors.  £1 each. 
 

Trocaire Boxes are available on the tables at the church doors - please take one home 
with you - your donations will be gratefully received. 

 

Blessing of the Graves - 3.00pm 
Parish of Ballygalget Sunday 29th May   Cooey Wells Mass Sunday 12th June 
Parish of Portaferry Sunday 19th June   Parish of Ardkeen Sunday 26th June 

 

Ballycran GAC News – www.ballycran.down@gaa.ie 
Irish Lessons in St Mary's PS on Friday evening 7pm - 8pm. £1 per night. (Started 12th 

February and will run for 4 weeks) 
A Quiz Night has been organised for Friday 11th March in the Saltwater Brig beginning 

at 9pm. Everyone welcome.  
 

 

Jubilee 25th Divine Mercy Conference 2016: will be held RDS Dublin from 
Friday 19th - Sunday 21st February 2016. Guest speakers are Fr. Pat Collins CM, 
Sr. Briege McKenna OSC, Fr. Kevin Scanlon CM, Fr. Michael Ross SDB, Sr. 
Consilio Fitzgerald, Francis Hogan & Philip Ryan. A bus will travel from 
Portaferry on Sunday 21st February (please note change of day).   Please 
contact Jean Byers 427 28781. (Cost for day to follow). 
 

Mary, Mother of Jesus, please be a Mother to me now.  Blessed Mother Teresa 

 

Parish Website: Pay a visit to the Parish Website and view the Events which took 
place over the last year and beginning of this year.  www.parishofardkeen.co.uk 
 

Dates for your Diary 
29th February: Sacrament of First Confessions 

15th Mar: Sacrament of Confirmation 
30th Apr: Sacrament of First Holy Communion 

 

DIOCESAN VOCATION WEEKEND 
The “Door of Mercy” has been opened in this Jubilee Year of Mercy! Have you ever 
considered the possibility that God is calling you to be His ambassador of mercy as a priest 
in the Church?  If so, why not take this opportunity to gather with other men who are 
discerning a vocation to the priesthood? This retreat will create the time and space to help 
you discern God’s call in your life. 
The retreat will take place in Drumalis Retreat Centre, from Friday 19th – Sunday 21st 
February 2016. If you wish to attend this retreat or would like further information 
contact: Fr. Kevin McGuckien, 23 Hannahstown Hill, Belfast, BT17 0LT (02890614567) 
Email:kevinmcguckien@hotmail.com.   
 

PILGRIMAGE TO POLAND; 19th - 26th May 2016  Spiritual Director Canon Sean Rogan. 
Highlights include Tour of the old town of Krakow. The shrine of Madonna at Czestochowa, Visit 
the birth place of St. John Paul 11, Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp and Memorial 
Museum, Wieliczka Salt Mine & The shrine of Divine Mercy.  Cost  £849 pp Includes return direct 
flights from Belfast seven nights' accommodation in 4 star hotel three course meal four nights in 
hotel and one night in city centre restaurant.  All entrance fees (Wawel Hill, St. Mary’s Basilica 
Wadowice Museum, Auschwitz, Salt Mine)  Full coach travel for all tours.   To book please call 
Downe Travel 028 4461 3288 
 

HABITAT GALA BALL: For the fourth successive year Living Youth is sponsoring a Habitat team 
who will travel to Ethiopia in August. To help raise funds a Gala Ball will take place on Friday 
22nd April in The Tullyglass House Hotel, Ballymena. Tickets £40 per person; £400 per 
table.  Dancing to The Housem8s.  Come enjoy a wonderful evening and help build hope.  For 
more information or to reserve tickets please log on to:info@habitatni.co.uk 
 

Bishop Treanor wrote in his Pastoral Letter for the Jubilee of Mercy: “I invite 
everyone in the Diocese to observe a special “Day of Mercy” on the last Friday of every 
month - Friday, 26th February will be the next "Day of Mercy". This should be a day of 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving; a day when we remember God's mercy for us and share 
that mercy with others.”  
Day of Mercy Prayer Books are available from the Church Porches. Price £1.00 
 

DO SOMETHING SPECIAL THIS LENT!:  Many people choose to abstain from alcohol 
during Lent. Why not take this opportunity to help someone you love with an alcohol or 
drug problem by offering up your sacrifice as a prayer for their freedom from addiction. 
Take the Short-Term pledge and make a difference to someone’s life! Register your pledge 
with local Pioneers or the Down and Connor Pioneer office- Tel: 028 90894070 or email 
dandcpioneers@gmail.com. Leave your name, address and phone number and you will be 
send a Pledge Certificate which includes the daily prayer. 
 

The Church considers the Mass as  
the greatest prayer of intercession. 

 

In St Faustina's diary you can read about how our prayers and petitions become 
deeply valuable when united with the Mass 



 

NI CANCER PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES. Fri 27 May to Wed 1 June 2016  
The price of £599 (with price reduction for Cancer Patients) will include: Return flights from 
Belfast International Airport, operated by JWT License T.O. 052. Full board and 
accommodation at the Hotel Agena in Lourdes for five nights based on twin/double/treble 
rooms. Travel insurance cover for persons up to 85 years on date of return.  
The party will consist of patients, ex-patients, relatives and friends accompanied by 
medical, nursing and other staff. To enquire or to obtain a booking form please contact:- 
Mrs Jean Clarke, Hon. Secretary, c/o Drumbo & Carryduff Parish, 6 Knockbracken Drive, 
Carryduff, Belfast, BT8 8EX, or speak to us on Tel. 07516759646, or e-mail at:- 
email@nicancerpilgrimage.org.uk Chairman:- Dr Seamus McAleer, Spiritual Directors: Rev. 
Dermot McCaughan, Fr. Adrian Eastwood, Fr. Andrew Black.  
 

Jubilee of Mercy 
  

“Every particular church will be directly involved  
in living out this Holy Year  

as an extraordinary moment of grace and spiritual renewal.” 
– Pope Francis, The Year of Mercy. 

 
 

 

A Holy Year – also known as a Jubilee – is to be celebrated by Catholics worldwide 
from 8th  December 2015, to 20th November 2016. 
 

In the Roman Catholic tradition, a Holy Year is a great religious event, observed and 
celebrated by millions of Catholics across the world. 
 

The tradition has its origins in the Book of Leviticus in the Old Testament. A Jubilee 
was described as a special celebration each 50 years when slaves were set free and 
debts forgiven. 
 

In modern times, the Pope calls a Holy Year every 25 years as a unique time for all 
Catholics to find spiritual renewal in prayer, pilgrimage, the forgiveness of sins and the 
gaining of special indulgences. 
 

From time to time, the Pope may call an ‘Extraordinary Jubilee, which is a Holy Year 
outside of the normal quarter century cycle, to mark an important event or anniversary 
in the Church’s history. 
 

Pope Francis has called an Extraordinary Jubilee to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
end of the Vatican Council II. 
 

The theme of Pope Francis’ Extraordinary Jubilee is ‘Mercy’. The Pope wants the whole 
Church to be reawakened to Mercy, which in the context of Christian teachings, refers 
to concepts such as forgiveness, healing, hope and compassion for all fellow human 
beings. 
 

Pope Francis has called for a ‘revolution of tenderness’ in the Church through a 
renewed focus on these values. 
 

All Catholics are called to spend the Year of Mercy celebrating not only the compassion 
and forgiveness of God but also increasing their own understanding and capacity for 
compassion and forgiveness, in all of their thoughts and deeds. 
 

 

2016 CENTENARY OF THE ANGEL OF FATIMA. 
Pilgrimage to Fatima & Santiago de Compostela. 9th/18th August 2016. 3 Nights H/B Los 
Abetos Hotel Santiago, 6 Nights F/B Hotel Avenida Fatima, visiting Pontevedra, Tuy & 
Balasar. Spiritual Directors Fr Gerry McCloskey & Fr Sean Gilmore.  Special Group price £709 
inclusive of tax & insurance. For further details contact Joe Catney 90714001 or 
07776425631. Early booking advisable, deposit secures. 
 

Cruse Bereavement Care and Corrymeela Community invite you to attend the second 
Get Together -Bereaved families discovering Roadshow at 7pm on Monday 15th February 
2016, in the Cruse Bereavement Care, 8 Prince Regent Road, Belfast, BT5 6QR..  For more 
details contact maria.mcentee@cruse.org.uk 
 

The Award-Winning St. Patrick's Choral Society, Downpatrick, proudly present, The 
family classic 'ANNIE' which will run from Tuesday 23rd - Saturday 27th February 2016 
in The Great Hall, Downshire Estate, Downpatrick. Tickets are on sale now and available 
from Downpatrick Tourist Information Centre (Inside the St. Patrick's Centre) Telephone 
028 4461 2233. Show Times: 7:30pm & 2:30pm (Saturday Matinee) Tickets are priced at 
£10 with a special offer on Tuesday 23rd and Saturday 27th matinee showing, All tickets 
only £8! Don't Miss Out on this fantastic production!  

 

OTHER NOTICES 
 

BEREAVEMENT INFORMATION EVENING 
Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice and Anam Cara are holding a Bereavement Information 
Evening on Wednesday 3rd February 2016 from19:00 to 21:00 in Tullyglass House Hotel, 
Galgorm Road, Ballymena, Co Antrim, BT42 1HJ.   The guest speaker for the evening is Brid 
Carroll. Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice & Anam Cara will need to confirm numbers for 
room set up, we would appreciate if you could RSVP to info@anamcara.ie before Tuesday, 
2nd February 2016 or call us on 02895213120. 
 
 

MEDJUGORJE 2016 
1st – 8th May 2016 
19th – 26th June 2016 (35th Anniversary) 
31st July – 7th August 2016 (Youth Festival) 
PLUS FURTHER DATES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
Guide will be with group throughout; All airport and local taxes; Travel insurance included. 
Flying from Belfast International Airport.  COST £519.00 STG Single room supplement 
is £120.00 EXTRA. £100.00 deposit secures a seat!   For further details contact: Reggie 
Donnelly 028 90300980 or Jean Reynolds 028 44830979.  or email: 
jeanreynolds@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

ARE YOU SUFFERING THE PAIN OF LOSS OF A PARTNER?  
Looking for help and understanding? Beginning Experience (a support group for widowed, 
separated and divorced people) meets every Wednesday from 8pm to 10pm in St Bride’s 
Hall, 38, Derryvolgie Avenue, Malone Rd, Belfast. Residential Weekend: Friday 26th – 
Sunday 28th February 2016 in Drumalis Retreat and Conference Centre, Larne. 
Application forms available on request.  For further information please contact Phil Tel: 028 
90 207645 or Marie Tel: 07896119669 

 



2016 CENTENARY OF THE ANGEL OF FATIMA. 
Pilgrimage to Fatima & Santiago de Compostela. 9th - 18th August 2016.  3 Nights H/B Los 
Abetos Hotel Santiago, 6 Nights F/B Hotel Avenida Fatima, visiting Pontevedra,  Tuy & 
Balasar. Spiritual Directors Fr Gerry McCloskey and Fr Sean Gilmore. Special Group price 
£709 inclusive of tax & insurance.  For further details contact Joe Catney 90714001 or 
07776425631. Early booking advisable, deposit secures.  

 

LIVING YOUTH 
Aged 17-25? Want to be part of World Youth Day 2016 in Poland? Come and be part of 
the Living Youth Team and explore your faith, friendship, music, fun, culture and Mass with 
the Pope. For more information go to www.livingyouthni.org  
 

ADOPTERS NEEDED NOW 
Family Care Adoption Services is presently seeking families who would be interested in 
adopting children aged between 2-6 years and who need the love and attention of a caring 
and understanding family. Could this be you?  If you would like to find out more please 
contact Family Care Adoption Services on: Belfast: 028 90691133 or Derry: 028 
71368592Email: email@familycaresociety.org Website: www.familycaresociety.co.uk  

 

FOSTERING AND THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
Could you help a child in need? Northern Ireland is currently experiencing a severe shortage 
of Foster Carers, and particularly carers from the Catholic Community. Kindercare Fostering 
is a not for-profit organisation which works to find safe, secure and loving homes for 
children and young people in need in Northern Ireland. We need Foster Carers in your area! 
If you would be interested in finding out more about Fostering, please contact Gillian on 
028 90941690, email Gillian.devlin@kindercare.co.uk or check us out at 
www.kindercareni.co.uk  

 

WARM HOMES SCHEME 
Make your home warmer and reduce energy costs – Grant schemes offering insulation and 
possibly new central heating at no cost are available, if you own or privately rent your home 
and meet qualifying criteria. For more information or independent advice on reducing 
energy costs call Bryson Energy on 0800 1422 865/02866 340782 and quote Health Routes  

 

AGE NI ADVICE SERVICE 
If an older person you know needs advice, information or practical support on a wide range 
of issues including welfare benefits, community care, housing and health, contact the Age 
NI Advice Service on Freephone 0808 808 7575 to speak to a specialist advisor in 
confidence.  Our advisors can provide a free benefit check to ensure that older people are 
accessing the benefits they are entitled to.  

 

PRAXIS CARE BEFRIENDING NEEDS VOLUNTEERS COULD YOU HELP? 
Befriending provides one to one support and companionship to people who are feeling 
isolated or lonely as a result of their mental ill health. Volunteer Befrienders get involved 
with everyday activities with their Praxis Care friend: 
Going for a walk 
Meeting for a coffee 
Going to the cinema or a local event 
Shopping 
Playing sport 

Volunteers build friendships which have a lasting positive impact, make a huge difference to 
the lives of the adults they are matched with, reducing isolation, giving their time, sense of 
enthusiasm and energy. Could you get involved? Donating even an hour or two of your 
time will make a real difference to someone in your local community who feels isolated and 
lonely.  To find out more, get a volunteer application form or to speak to someone about 
the service, contact Catherine on: Telephone: 028 9072 7161/ 028 9023 4555 Email: 
volunteering@praxiscare.org.uk Online: www.praxiscare.org.uk  
 

LOURDES 2016: we are currently seeking doctors (post foundation training) and nurses 
(on the NMC live register) to join the volunteer staff of the Diocesan Pilgrimage (11-16th 
July 2016). For more information please email us at lourdes@downandconnor.org  

 

FRIENDS IN FAITH GROUP- Clonard- Open to new members ! 
Are you in your 30’s,40’s +plus,/ Interested in making new friends / living & sharing your 
faith together / participating in various Spiritual/Social events. Why not come and see for 
yourself, you would be very welcome at Clonard. Simply register now by emailing your 
name/and contact details to faithtogether@clonard.com or text your name/to 07842960198 
and we will be in touch.  

 

TUESDAY’S CHILD is a catholic charity helping children and their families in areas of the 
world ravaged by war and extreme poverty.  Everything we do is All Through Mary for the 
glory of the Infant Child.  Tuesday’s Child gives 100 percent of donations received and 
monies raised.  When you donate online, both pay systems we use take a small % of your 
donation.  Administration costs are covered by a private sponsor and gift aid received goes 
to our projects.  We work directly with catholic missionaries in all project areas. Where 
monies are donated to projects run by missionary priests, we ask for masses to be 
celebrated in return for Ireland. Tuesday’s Child gives 100 percent of donations 
received and monies raised. If you are donating online both pay systems take a 
small % of your donation.  
 
 

ACTION CANCERS SUPPORT SERVICES 
Counselling (for adults and children over the age of 5) – counselling provides an 
opportunity to explore thoughts and feelings, to identify worries and concerns and to create 
self awareness and bring about change. Examples of therapies used include: Person 
Centred Counselling; Sandplay/art therapy; Thought Field Therapy and Emotional Freedom 
Technique  
Complementary therapies which include: reflexology, aromatherapy, relaxation 
techniques, Bach Flower remedies, gentle massage, Bowen and Emmett therapy. 
Acupuncture clinic – acupuncture can help with pain and symptom control. 
One to one Coaching. 
A group focused Positive Living Programme – this programme uses life coaching 
techniques to help people reflect, refocus, build coping skills and set personal goals to be 
able to move forward positively with life after a cancer diagnosis.  For further information 
Tel 90803344 or email info@actioncancer.org or visit the website at www.actioncancer.org 
 
 
 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS……AND CHANGE YOUR OWN 
LIFE FOREVER 



Since 1960, Viatores Christi has aimed to respond to needs overseas and at home by giving 
people an opportunity to share their lives and skills with those in need. People from all 
backgrounds and professions join VC - people who want to challenge themselves to make a 
difference in the world, however big or small. If you want to explore such a challenge, and 
you are interested in learning more email colin@viatoreschristi.com call 01-8689986 or 
visithttp://viatoreschristi.com/events/ 
 

SERVING AFRICA THROUGH OLD COMPUTERS  
Camara are a Local Charity based in Unit 10, Townsend Enterprise Park. Belfast BT13 2ES, 
who take old computers, wipe the data, refurbish them and set them up in schools in Africa 
as computer labs. Combined with accredited training courses and ongoing maintenance we 
have taught over half a million young people how to use a computer. This vital skill in 
today's world opens up unending opportunities for the young people whilst also building a 
better future for the country. 
To do this amazing work we need old computers. There is huge demand from Africa 
for Camara computers as we send them preloaded with software and train the teachers 
how to use them. From 11th November we will run our annual "One week, One Thousand 
Computers" campaign. Churches in Northern Ireland contributed over a quarter of this last 
year. This annual event tries to find 1,000 unused and unwanted pcs and laptops for reuse 
in deprived schools in Africa. Camara wipe and repair computers of all ages, shapes and 
sizes, load them with educational software and ship them to one of Camara’s seven African 
Hubs where they are distributed to the most deprived schools. We are asking people to dig 
out their old computers that are gathering dust.  Visit www.camara.org for details of 
where to drop your computers off between 9.30 and 4.30 any week day.   For your 
information. It costs £100 per computer to process, ship and provide the relevant training 
and maintenance for a minimum of 21 children to learn how to use it over the next 3 years. 
Most schools require a 25 computer suite at a cost of £2,500.  Whilst we are not asking for 
donations anyone who feels they would like to support Camara in this way may do so 
through https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/camara or by sending a donation along with a 
computer to our base in 10, Townsend Enterprise Park, Belfast, BT13 2ES 

 

THE EXPLOREAWAY PROGRAMME 
If you are single and between 21 and 40 years of age and feel you may have an interest in 
religious life and would like to share with others similar questions then ExploreAway aims to 
provide the input, support and accompaniment needed to help participants discern their 
call. The programme involves five residential weekends and one residential weekend retreat 
throughout the year, based in Dublin  The weekends will provide input on vocation, 
discernment, prayer and religious life- its core values and the various ways it is lived.  Email 
enquires@exploreaway.net or Tel 087 358 4447 or 085 766 4480   

 


